
STEM Academy 2018-19
Academy info to start the 

2018-19 school year



Welcome Back!
● Glad to have everyone here!
● Welcome to our new Academy 

students!
● New STEM Coordinator - Shane Barry, 

Science Teacher (sbarry@wcpss.net)
● STEM Academy on Twitter 

(@AthensSTEM)
● Our fearless leader - Mr. Parrish! 

(jparrish@wcpss.net) 

mailto:sbarry@wcpss.net
mailto:jparrish@wcpss.net


New Website
● We need better communication within our Academy!
● The new website is meant to be a working communication document 

within the Academy (not outreach to potential future students)
● Should help with:

○ Communication with STEM families
○ Highlighting Academy happenings
○ Communicating to students their requirements within the Academy
○ Expressing portfolio requirements
○ Keeping track of STEM points

● Quick run through of website

https://sites.google.com/wcpss.net/adhsstemacademy/home


STEM Website - Home Page
- Basic Academy Info
- Under Armour store link - 

AD STEM gear!
- STEM Pathways (staying 

the same this year!)



STEM Website - Updates
- Survey at top - 

COMPLETE ASAP!
- Email updates to 

come
- Academy Calendar
- Academy Twitter 

Feed



STEM Website - Special Programs
- Special happenings 

within the STEM 
Academy

- Student focus
- Updates coming 

periodically
- NCGreenPower - Solar 

Panel Grant!
- Crayola Colorcycle - 

partnership, STEM 
Point opportunity



Solar Panel Initiative - NCGreenPower
- ADMHS has been awarded with a 

matching grant for a PV System
- Likely location: senior hallway on roof of 

first floor
- Student group headed by Academy 

senior and Student Body President 
Rocco Nociti

- We need your help for the matching 
part!

- Individual donations
- Corporate donations/sponsorship
- Linked on Special Programs page
- Checks made to “NC GreenPower” - NOT 

Athens Drive HS



STEM Website - Class Info
- Items specific to 

individual classes
- Grade level project
- Class meetings
- Other important 

announcements
- Student Contract

- Due to Mr. Barry by 
Friday 9/14!!

- Copies available 
here



Student Contracts
● New student contract linked HERE

○ Also available on the Academy website, Class Info page

● STUDENT ACCOUNTABILITY - students not completing in the 
projects, not coming to meetings, and not participating within the 
Academy make it more difficult for the students who are carrying 
their own weight

● This has been a point of frustration for Academy students and 
teachers for years

● Yes, I will remove students from the Academy!
○ Student appeal process included in contract

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MY9Itp1y1dXYcBtqPnI1kJtj18P0GuZkXcysSqfahmw/edit


Student Contracts
- Highlights:

- An agreement (“pledge”) made by 
student to be responsible within the 
Academy

- Conditions: portfolio, class projects, 
STEM points, grades, STEM pathway

- Failure to meet conditions - removal 
from the Academy is a possibility

- Appeals process - available for any 
students who do not meet conditions

- Signatures - student, parent, STEM 
Academy representative



STEM Website - Portfolio
● All students will be 

required to have and 
update a portfolio

● Follow these directions 
SPECIFICALLY

● Yes, students who have 
one need to quickly set 
up another

● Help Sessions: 9/6, 9/12, 
9/13 during both lunches 
in Driver’s Ed Computer 
Lab

● Due by end of the day on 
Monday 9/24



STEM Website - STEM Points
- Meant to show 

participation within 
the Academy

- New opportunities will 
be posted as they 
arise

- Currently: 15 points 
needed per year

- This will be edited if 
necessary!



STEM Website - Student Feedback
- Emails and videos from 

former Academy 
students about the 
Academy

- Recent email



Regular Meetings
● Students will have regular (minimum monthly) meetings with me to get 

update info, portfolio requirements, other updates, etc
● These will be available on the new STEM website as well

○ Available both on the calendar on the Updates page and on the Class Info page

● First round of meetings schedule:
○ Freshman (class of 2022): Wednesday 9/26 First Common Lunch Auditorium
○ Sophomores (class of 2021): Wednesday 9/26 Second Common Lunch Auditorium
○ Juniors (class of 2020): Thursday 9/27 First Common Lunch Room 2720
○ Freshman (class of 2019): Thursday 9/27 Second Common Lunch Room 2720



STEM Points
● We’re doing this for real this 

year!
● Updates available on the STEM 

website:
○ Calendar of events to earn points
○ Requirement to move to next 

grade is 15 STEM Points
○ Points each student has available 

based on “STEM ID” to remain 
anonymous

○ ID can be gathered by emailing me 
(sbarry@wcpss.net) if original 
meeting letter is lost

mailto:sbarry@wcpss.net


Identifying STEM Teachers

● New door posters to identify 
STEM teachers

● Look for them so you know 
you’re in a STEM class!

● UA AD STEM gear - sports 
teams get it so why not us??



Common Practices
● Engineering Design Process (EDP)

○ Methodology for problem solving
○ Poster examples in classrooms

● Project Based Learning (PBL)
○ Learning via applied, real world examples
○ Cross curriculur, PBLs being developed 

● STEM portfolios
○ Updated progress within Academy

● Grade level projects
○ STEMPosium!



Accreditation
● We’re going for it again!
● Feedback from last year was surprisingly positive
● My feelings: if we do this right then accreditation will come. We need to 

focus on improving the Academy based on what those involved (teachers, 
admin, student leaders) feel is necessary, not based on what a group who 
spends one day here thinks about us

● If we can do that then the rest will follow


